
Decoration 101 - Laser Etching
Laser etching is a decorating process that burns a pattern into the top layer of fabric, giving it a subtle tone-on-tone 
appearance. The image the etching creates has an upscale look that is usually the same color but several shades darker than 
the original fabric’s color. It works well with both big or small logos.

TIPS FROM OUR EXPERTS
• Fleece, denim, performance fabrics, pleather and suedes are great for laser etching.
• Laser etching is not recommended for any garment with fabric content of more than 20% natural fibers  
   as the laser cuts the fibers of the weave or knit.
• Laser etching does not affect the moisture-wicking properties of performance fabrics.
• Some materials can be too thin to burn away a top layer while still maintaining the integrity of the fabric.  
• Always test a sample before production.
• Laser etching does not add color to the fabric. It is the scorch that gives the design its color. Most  
   materials burn several shades darker than the original fabric color. Because of this, mid-range colors  
   usually show off laser etching the best.
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